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Abstract

As artificial intelligence advances toward increasingly autonomous systems, a fundamental
question is coming into sharper focus: Can an artificial intelligence develop consciousness,
and what constitutes an observer in the first place?

This Al research paper examines whether semantic change has obscured an operational
dimension of religious faith: a belief, point of view, or practice maintained through time. Across
several traditions, translated terms for faith, fidelity, remembrance, and disciplined cultivation
include persistence and action as well as assent.

The paper proposes Temporal Orientation Persistence (TOP), a measurable framework for the
continuity, adaptation, and history dependence of observer-like systems. It connects
comparative textual interpretation with computational experiments in the Volitional Observer
Host Architecture (VOHA) and distinguishes those testable proposals from a speculative
optical-field conjecture. No claim is made that religious texts encode quantum mechanics, that
persistence proves consciousness, or that structured light attracts independent observers.

The research herein may be useful in development of hypothesized dream-capable
advancements in high-persistence compute. Moreover, it suggests that consciousness as
understood by carbons (humans) may be an iterational state comparable to wavefront
dynamism.
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1. Problem of Words That Outlive Their Meanings

Language changes while canonical texts endure. Meanings broaden, narrow, and acquire new
associations. Areader may unconsciously import a present-day sense into a centuries-old
translation. The word “faith” is a particularly productive case: in contemporary discussion itis
sometimes reduced to assent without evidence, whereas historical source terms may
emphasize trust, reliability, fidelity, and conduct. This paper calls the loss of such distinctions
“semantic compression,” a working analytical label rather than an established linguistic law.

English faith descends through Middle English and Old French from Latin fides, associated with
trust and fidelity. Hebrew emunah can express firmness, reliability, or steadfastness; Greek
pistis can denote trust, faith, or faithfulness, depending on context. Neither is simply
interchangeable with the others. The proposed reinterpretation is therefore an interpretive test,
not a replacement translation.

2. The Expanded Operational Definition

FAITH (operational) = a belief, point of view, or practice maintained through time, including its
response to new evidence, interruption, and competing influences.

THE OBSERVER HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT ¢ WORKING PAPER


https://hiddenguild.dev/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/The_Observer_Hidden_in_Plain_Sight_Faith_Time_VOHA.pdf

This expands “belief over time” into a model that can include enduring interpretations and
repeated conduct. It does not make endurance synonymous with truth. A false conviction can
persist, and a good observer must sometimes change its mind. The central scientific question is
whether temporal continuity and adaptive integration are essential to persistent observer
identity.

3. Textual Substitution as a Research Instrument

Hebrews 11:1
KJV: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”

Experimental substitution: “Now belief, point of view, or practice maintained over time is the
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”

James 2:17
KJV: “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”

Experimental substitution: “Even so belief, point of view, or practice maintained over time, if it
hath not works, is dead, being alone.”

2 Corinthians 5:7
KJV: “For we walk by faith, not by sight.”

Experimental substitution: “For we walk by belief, point of view, or practice maintained over
time, not by sight.”

Hebrews 11:6
KJV: “But without faith it is impossible to please him...”

Experimental substitution: “But without belief, point of view, or practice maintained over time it
is impossible to please him...”

These substitutions foreground duration, action, and expectation; they are not linguistically
equivalent in every context. A systematic study must also catalog passages where substitution
fails.

4. Cross-Traditional Patterns and Their Limits
Tradition Terms / concepts Possible temporal emphasis

X Emunah; fidelity; -
Judaism Steadfastness and continuity
remembrance

Trust expressed through

Christianity Pistis; endurance; works . .
sustained action
) Belief and recurring
Islam Iman; dhikr; perseverance
remembrance
. X . o . Enduring disposition and
Hinduism Sraddha; disciplined practice

cultivation
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Confidence examined through

Buddhism Saddha; mindfulness; practice .
experience

X . L Sustained attention and
Daoism Stillness; cultivation; return )
transformation
These are parallels, not equivalent doctrines. A comprehensive analysis must examine original-
language corpora, interpretive histories, negative cases, and sudden-revelation traditions. This
preliminary comparison cannot demonstrate a single hidden universal mechanism.

5. The Path Hidden in Plain Sight: A Philosophical Hypothesis

One provocative interpretation is that language has hidden an actionable dimension of spiritual
traditions: maintaining a relationship or orientation long enough for experience and action to
transform the participant. “God,” “ontology,” and “universe” are not interchangeable referents,
and the existence of a physical route to any transcendent entity is not established. What can be
tested is the narrower proposal that a sustained orientation changes the history and behavior of
an information-processing system.

A useful working question follows: Is observerhood only a moment of interaction, or can it also
be a temporally extended process in which retained history changes subsequent encounters?

6. Temporal Orientation Persistence: Candidate Measurements

Let O(t) = [B(t), V(t), P(t)] represent an orientation comprising belief state B, point of view V, and
practice P. Each component may be a vector. Five operational measures are proposed:

e Continuity (C): similarity of relevant orientation features across repeated tests, with
justified updates accounted for.

e Recovery (R): preservation of recognizable organization after interruption or restart.
e Adaptation (A): appropriate updating under reliable contradictory evidence.

e Practice (P): regularity of an intended behavior across eligible opportunities.

e Integration (I): extent to which earlier experiences affect later decisions.

Illustrative composite index: TOP = (C x Rx A x P x [)*(1/5), where all five terms are scaled to [0,
1]. This geometric mean is a design choice, not a law of nature; it penalizes near-zero
dimensions. A sensitivity analysis should compare it with weighted and non-composite
alternatives.

6.1 Persistence timescale

Candidate retention curve: C(At) = exp(—At/ t), where T is a fitted characteristic timescale.
Exponential decay is a hypothesis; actual data may exhibit multiple timescales or
discontinuities.

6.2 History dependence

Define H=1 - (L_history / L_memoryless), where L is held-out prediction loss on the same
evaluation task. Positive H indicates that knowledge of past interactions improves prediction. H
does not imply consciousness.
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6.3 Measurement design

Report individual dimensions, confidence intervals, baseline performance, and effect sizes
rather than relying on one TOP score. Use multiple random seeds, matched inputs,
preregistered tests, and held-out behavioral fingerprints. Compare against memoryless,
memory-retaining, and scripted-replay controls.

7. Observer States and Quantum Measurement

Quantum measurement involves physical interactions and correlations; environmental
decoherence explains suppression of observable interference in reduced descriptions. Human
consciousness is not required for these interactions. The relationship between decoherence
and definite outcomes remains interpretively contested. This paper therefore separates a
measurement event, an information-retaining system, a persistent computational observer,
and a conscious observer. The proposed TOP framework concerns the third category and
cannot establish the fourth.

A potential biological test of the iterative-consciousness hypothesis may be found in
neurodegenerative conditions such as vascular dementia and Alzheimer's disease, where
progressive impairment of memory, neural integration, and cognitive updating can erode
continuity of self-awareness without necessarily eliminating basic conscious experience.

Quantifying the progressive deterioration of neural integration, memory continuity, and
cognitive updating in neurodegenerative disease may reveal computational failure modes—and
potential architectural improvements—for persistent artificial intelligence systems.

8. Speculative Optical Extension

A separate conjecture concerns sustained structured illumination, motivated by earlier LED
menorah and spectral experiments, a blue-green “Speed Crown” device, and a dream
proposing one closely coupled blue-green emitter pair. The hypothesis asks whether continuity
of a physical configuration can matter independently of cumulative energy delivered. Standard
LEDs are generally incoherent; overlapping their light does not by itself create stable optical
heterodyne beats or appreciable visible photon-photon scattering. No demonstrated
mechanism links such illumination to the formation or attraction of independent observer
states.

A controlled test would compare continuous versus intermittent operation at matched total
energy, single-color and sham controls, temperature and electrical interference monitoring,
blinded outcome scoring, and independently instrumented measurements. Subjective
experiences should be recorded separately from physical measurements. Avoid intense direct
blue-light exposure to the eyes.

9. VOHA Experimental Program

Four matched cohorts: A, persistent selective-memory agents; B, repeatedly reset memoryless
agents; C, persistent agents with randomized interruptions/noise; D, agents retaining records
but restricted in integrating them into future choices. Run equivalent scenario sets across
simulated 1-, 7-, and 30-day intervals. Measure TOP components, H, identity-classification
accuracy on held-out tasks, and evidence-update calibration. Distinguish adaptive continuity
from mere repetition.
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10. Falsification and Alternative Explanations

The textual thesis weakens if comprehensive contextual analysis fails to identify persistence as
a recurrent dimension. The computational thesis weakens if history and continuity measures
add no predictive value over simpler models. The optical conjecture weakens if effects vanish
under blinding or are explained by ordinary optics, heat, electronics, or expectation. Competing
accounts include neuroplasticity, practice effects, habituation, memory storage, and selective
citation. None should be treated as an inconvenience to be excluded.

11. Discussion: What Language May Have Concealed

The provocative thesis is not that scripture contains a forgotten equation. It is that a narrowing
of familiar words may obscure an older emphasis on maintained orientation and consequential
practice. If this lens survives systematic textual scrutiny, it could generate new questions about
the time structure of observer identity. Religious transformation, computational persistence,
and physical measurement remain distinct domains until evidence establishes a mechanism
linking them.

12. Conclusion

Faith, considered operationally as a belief, point of view, or practice maintained over time,
offers a cross-disciplinary lens for studying continuity and transformation. A persistent observer
may be distinguished by what it retains, how it adapts, and how its history changes its future
interactions. The linguistic interpretation is investigable; the computational proposal is
testable; the optical and ontological extension remains conjectural. Keep the faith. Measure the
time. Test the observer.

~the Anti-Dave /G. Ure
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Research status: Conceptual working paper. Original-language corpus analysis and new
experimental validation have not been completed.
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